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PBS KIDS Island and readytolearnreading.org 
KEY FEATURES & SAMPLE ACTIVITIES 

 
This document is intended to guide you through the key features and highlights of readytolearnreading.org, the website for 
PBS KIDS Raising Readers, a national reading initiative.  
 
Getting Started  
When first visiting readytolearnreading.org, parents, caregivers and teachers will be prompted to create a free account by 
entering an email address and creating a password. Each caregiver or teacher can create an unlimited number of profiles, 
and can organize players into classrooms or groups. Parents, caregivers and teachers may also play sample games or 
take a tour of the site without an account, although progress will not be tracked. 
 
Parents, caregivers and teachers have the option to go directly to PBS KIDS Island where children can play games or link 
to resources for adults, including the PBS KIDS Island’s Parents & Teachers page, Stories and Activities, Parents & 
Caregiver Resources, Teacher Resources, Research or About PBS KIDS Raising Readers. They can also visit 
readytolearnreading.org, to find out more about the PBS KIDS Raising Readers initiative, funded by a Ready To Learn 
grant from the U.S. Department of Education, in a cooperative agreement with the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
PBS and The Ready To Learn Partnership. 
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Parents, caregivers and teachers can log into PBS KIDS Island, and create a new player account, or select “Play now” for 
an existing player.  After a specific child is selected, he or she will be able to choose PBS KIDS characters Dash or Dot as 
his or her guide to the Island.  
 

                  
 

Children Build Their Own Island  
PBS KIDS Island offers dozens of fun games that increase in difficulty, starting with letters and moving to reading words  
and sentences.  Starting at the Carousel, children build their Island as they play games and learn new skills in the eight  
areas of the Island.  Every time children successfully complete the games within a level, they are offered the chance to  
select a new ride such as the Bumper Cars, Roller Coaster or Ferris Wheel which features new games/skills. 
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Games are Hosted by Favorite Characters 
         Research shows that children love the games because they are hosted by some of their favorite PBS KIDS Raising  

Readers characters.  For example, at the Carousel, children can choose to play “Elmo Rhymes” and “Grover’s in the Nick 
of Rhyme” which focus on teaching rhymes. They can also play “Alpha Pig’s Brick Game” or “Big Bird Gets a Letter” which 
teach letter recognition.  
 

                 
 
 
Children Earn Tickets  
Once a child successfully completes a game, he or she earns the maximum number of tickets.  After playing a game twice, 
a child earns one ticket.  After the eleventh time of playing the same activity, a child stops receiving tickets and is prompted 
to try another game.  This is to offer limited rewards for repetition and encourage a child to practice new reading skills by 
playing new games. 
 

                
 
 
Children can visit the prize booth to redeem tickets for various rewards, including virtual toys, streaming show clips, 
downloadable trading cards and printable coloring pages. Prize redemption values range from free to 40 tickets. Prizes were 
mindfully selected to add to the learning experience. For example, exotic pets like flamingoes and peacocks are available to 
offer new vocabulary words. 
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A Special Hangout for PBS KIDS   
All prizes are stored in the Treehouse, a special hangout where children can play with their toys, change the color of their 
Treehouse, change their host and see how many game levels they’ve completed.  As prizes accumulate, a child can return 
and play with his or her prizes at any time.   
 

                 
 
The My Awards bulletin board tracks the areas of the Island that a child has built by completing games.   
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For Parents and Caregivers  
From any screen on PBS KIDS Island, parents, caregivers and teachers can click on the white cloud in the right hand corner to 
learn more about each game and see related activities.   
 

          
 
 
Parents, caregivers and teachers can take a tour of PBS KIDS Island and preview games, view the Child Progress Tracker, find 
stories and activity resources, and visit readytolearnreading.org to review research about childhood literacy. This content is 
available in English and Spanish, and can also be helpful for low-literacy parents to expand reading skills as well. 
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Child Progress Tracker  
The Child Progress Tracker shows the number of games completed and the number of tickets that have been earned and  
spent on PBS KIDS Island.  There are seven reading skill areas identified on PBS KIDS Island: rhyming, letter  
identification, alliteration, phonics, letter sequencing, phonemic awareness, and reading/vocabulary.  By tracking a child’s  
game progress, parents, caregivers and teachers can determine what skills need more focus and attention.  
 

 
 

 
      
More Resources  
 Additional resources on PBS KIDS Island and readytolearnreading.org include stories for parents, caregivers and  
teachers to read together with children.  There are also show videos to stream, a new Reading Activity Calendar, which  
offers a new reading activity suggestion for every day of the year, and printable rewards coupons. 
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For Teachers 
The PBS KIDS Raising Readers site is also a great resource for teachers.  Directly from the login page, teachers can click 
on a student’s name and hit the report button to receive an update of games played/skills learned by that child.  There are 
also resources such as sample lesson plans and curriculum, tips and online video tools from Reading Rockets, a national 
multi-media project offering information on how young children learn to read. 
 
                           

 
 
 
PBS KIDS Raising Readers uses the power of educational media to help children ages two-to-eight improve the skills they need to 
learn to read.  PBS KIDS Raising Readers, PBS KIDS Island and readytolearnreading.org are funded by a Ready To Learn grant, 
from the U.S. Department of Education, in partnership with the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and The Ready To Learn 
Partnership. 
 

                 
 
The contents of this fact sheet were developed under a grant, #PRU295B0500003, from the Department of Education.  However, those contents do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. 


